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Power of married
women to devise

LAWS OF, PENNSYLVANIA,

of April, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, and was.not

returned within ten days (Sundays excepted) afier it hud been

presented to himn; wherefore it has, agreeably to the constita-

tion of this commonwealth, become a Jaw in like manne: as if

he had signed it.
: ¢ 4 ADIN W. BENEDICT,

Clerk of the Hopse of Representatives.
GEQ. W, HAMERSLY,

' Clerk of the Senate.
Harnispure, May 4, 1855,

No. 456.

AN ACT

Rolating to cortain duties and righ's of Husband and Wifo, and Parents and
) Quildren,

Secrion 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvaniu in Gencral Assembly
met, and it ts hereby enucted by the authority of the sume, That
the power of uny married woman to bequeath or devise her

their property by property by will, shail be restricted, as regards jthe husband,

will, reyuluted.

Proviso,

to the smine extent as the husband’s power so to dispose of his
property is restricted, as regards the wife, namely : so that any
surviving husband nay, against her will, elect to take such
share and interest in her real and personal estate us she can
when surviving, elect to toke ngainst his will in bis estates, or
otherwise to take only her rea] estute as tenant by the curtesy
Provided, That nothing herein contained shall affect sthe right
or power of the wife by virtue of any authority ¢¢ nppoint-
ment contained in any deed or will, to grant, bequeath, devise

. as hererofore, any property held in trust for her sole and separate

Wives may ho-
oome f{oms sole
tradora,

YThelr property
shall bo theirown.

use.

Stcrioy 2. That whensoever any hashaud, from drunkenncss,
profligncy or other cause, shall neglect or refuse to provide for
his wife, or shall desert her, she si.all have all the rights gnd
privileges secured to a feme sole trader, under the nct of the
twenty-second of Februnry, one thousand seven hundred and
cighteen, entitled “An Act concerniny feme sole traders,” and
be subject as therein provided, and her proporty, real and per-
sonal, howsoever ncquired, shall be subject to he: free and ab.
solute disposal during life, or by will, without any liability to
be interferer. with or obtained by such husband, and in case of
her intestacy shall go to ther next of kin, as if he were previ-
ously dead. , . :

Secrion 3. That whensgever any husband or father,.from
drunkenness, profligacy or other cguse, shall peglect or refuge to
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provide for his child or childvren, the mother of such children Mathor shan
“shall have all the rights and be entitled w claim, and be subject uve all the
to all the dutics reciprocaily due between a father and his chil. f,;&:‘r‘{,:r:ﬁ‘;mn'
dren, aud she may place themn at employment and receive their whoa.
earnings, or bind them to apprenticeship without the interfer.
ence of such husband, the same as the father can now do by
law: Provided always, 'That she shall aflord to them a good Provie.
example, and properly educate and maintain them according to
her ability : Jnd provided, 'I'hat if the mother be of unsuitable
character to be entrusted ns aforesaid, or dead, the proper court
may appoint a guardian of such children, who shall perform the
duties uforesnid, nnd apply the earnings of such children for
their maintenance nud edueation.

N Srerios 4. That ereditors, purchasers and others may, with Proscodings to
certainty and safety, transact business with u married woman ;!f‘““"“l“l‘;“&:
under the circumstances uforesaid, she may present her petition W ©0 HH9€F
to the court of cowmon pleas of the proper county, setting forth
under aflidavit, the fucts which authorize her to uct as aforesaid,
end if sustnined by the testimony of at least two respectuble
witnesses, and the court be satisfied of the justice and propricty
of the upplication, such court may, upon such notice as they
may direct, muke & decrec and grant her a certificate, that she
shall be authorized to act, have the power and transact business
us hereinbefore provided ; and such certificate shall be conelu.
sive evidence of her authority, until revoked by such court for
any fuilure on her part to perform the duties by this act made
incumbent upon her, which may be ascertained upon the peti-
tion of any uext friend of her children, =~

Skction 5. That no husband who shall have as aloresnid, {0 \wien Lusband to
ane ycar or upwards previous 1o the denth of his wife, wiltully have no intarest
neglected or refused to provide for his wife, or shull have for 10 estaw of wife.
that period or upwards willully und maliciously deserted her,
shall have the right to elaim any right oe tide in her real or
personal estate nfter her decease, as teaunt by the curtesy, or
under the intestnte lows of this commonwenlth,

Szeriox 6. 'That no (ather who shall have as aforesaid, for wyen fatner
oue year or upwards previous to his death, witfully neglected or loses 1izhe 1o ap-
refused 1o provide for his chiid or children, shall have the right };“’r'“‘g‘:;:&'i"“‘;"‘
to appuint any teslamentary guardian of hun, her or them, dur- 4 '
ing winority. .44

Skcrion 7. Tht it shall be lawful for any person desirous of Alf,p,,m, of enfl
adopting any child as his or her heir, or a8 one of his or her dren, sud chang-
heirs, to present his or her petition to such court in the county 2% their
where hic or she may be resideny, declaring sueh desire, and )
that he or she will perform all the duties of a parent to such
child ; and such court, if zatisfied that the welfure of such child
will be promoted by.such ndoption, may, with the consent of
the pnicuts or surviving parent of such child, or if none, of the
next friend of such child, or of the guardians or overscers of
the poor, or of such charitable institution as shall have sup-
ported such child for at least onc year, decree that such child
shall assume the name of the adopting parent, and have all the
rights of a child and heir of such adopting purent, and be sub-
ject to the duties of “such child, of which the record of the court
shall be sufficient evidence: Provided, That if such adopting
Earem. shall have other children, the adopted shall share the in-

eritance only as one of them in case of intestacy, and he, she

roviso,
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Provisn.

LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA,

or they shall respectively inherit from and through cach other,
ag il all had been the lawful ghildren of the snme parent,

HENRY K. STRONG,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

WM. M. BIESTER,
Speaker of the Senate,

+

Arrroven—The fourth day of May, Anno Domini one thou.
sand eight hundred and fifty-five. ' ‘
JAS. POLLOCK.

No. 457.
A FURTHER SUPPYLEMENT

To an not, ontitled “ An Act to incorporate the Ponnsylvanin Savings Fund of
Philudelphia,” approved the twolfth day of April, Anno Domini one thousand
oight bundred and fifty one.

Seerion 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General Assembly
met, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That
the president and treasurer of said corporation shall be elected
annually by the board of directors, at such time and place as
may be fixed by the by-lnws; so much of any law directing the
mode of electing said officers as is hereby altered or supplied,
is hereby repealed ; seven members of the board shall constitute
i quorum, and they shall have power to ennct and enforce such
by-laws, rules and regulations, not inconsistent with the consti-
tution and laws of this commonwenlth, as may be deemed ne-
cessary for the regulation and transaction of the business of
said corporatiou. 7

Seerion 2. That F. 8. Goodrich is hereby constituted and
appointed one of the corporators, in the snme manner, and with
the same powers and privileges as those enumerated in the sixth
section of a supplement approved fourth May, one thousand
eight hundred and fifty-four: Provided, That this corporation
shall not issue serip in payment of dividends, or any paper, bill
or note to be cireulated as bank notes, nor exercise any bunking
privileges whatsoever, except such powers and privileges as ave
conferred by the nct to which this isa further supplement,

HENRY K. STRONG,
Spealer of the House of Representatives,

WM. M. HIESTER,
Speaker of the Sennate.

Arrrovep—"The fourth day of May, Anno Domini one thou-
sund eight hundred and fifty-five. -
' JAS. POLL(CK.



