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LAWS.,PF, PENNSYLVANIA,

of April, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, and was.n9t
returned within ten days (Sundays excepted) after it had been
preiented to him ; Wherefore it has, agreeably to the constita-
tion of this commonwealth, become a law in like inannce u' if
he had signed it.

ADIN W. BENEDICT,
Clerk of the Iloyrse of Representatives.

GEO. W. HIAMERSLY,
Clerk of the Senate.HAatRtSflUItG, ,May 4, 185.5.

No. 456.

AN ACT

Rilating to certain duties and righ'e of Husband and Wife, and Parents and
Ohildron.

SEC ON 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives of the Commonwealth of l'ennsylvanitl in General .1issernbly

Power of married met, and it i-s hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That
women to dmivo tile power of any married woman to bequeath or devise her
their propeity by property by will, shall be restricted, as regards )the husband,
will, regulated. to tile saiic nc.tent as the husband's power -o to dispose of his

property is restricted, as regards the wife, naniely : so that any
surviving husband may, against her will, elect to take such
share and interest ki her real and personal es.ate as she can
when surviving, elect to take agant his will in his estates, or
otherwise to take only her re'l estate as tenant by the curtesy :

Panrtdo. Provided, That nothiun herein contained shall nfret the right
or power of the wife b virtue of' any authority pr appoiqt-
ment contained in any deed or wll, to granjt, bequvath, devise
as heretofore, any property held in trust for her sole and separate
Use.

Wives may 1e. SFcrIb, 2. That whensoever any iusbuid, from drunkennesq,
@ine come sole profligacy or other cause, shall neglect or refuse to provide for
traders. his wife, or shall desert her, shie s;.ail have all the rights und

privileges secured to a feae sole trader, undcr the act of the
twenty-second of February, one thousand seven hundred and
eighteen, entitled "An Act concernin.- feme sole traders," and

Their proprty be subject as therein provided, and her proporty, real and per-
"hnflboLuhlrowit. sonal, howsoever acquired, shall be subject to he., free and ab-

solute disposal during life, or by will, without any liability to
be interfered with or obtained by such husband, and in case of
her intestacy shall go to 'lher next of kin, as if he weie previ-
ously dead.

S.crtoN 3. That whensoever uny husband or father, ,frm
drunkenness, profligacy or otber e sall 4Ieglect or zefue to



OF -THE $ESSION OF .1855.

provido or his child or children, the mother of such children Miotbor ,asll
shall have all the rights ind be entitled to claim, ard be subject Iavo til the

to all the duties reciprocally due between a father and his ehil. f.Ltiher'o rght
dren, and she may place thin at employment and receive their whuu.
earnings, or bind them lo apprenticeship without the interfer.
once of such husband, the same as the fnther can now do by
law: Provided always, That she shall aibrd to them a good Provim.
example, and properly educate and maintain them accor'liog to
her ability : ./ndprovided, That if the mother be of unsuitable
character to be entrusted as aforesaid, or dead, the proper court
may appoint a guardian of such children, who shall perform the
duties aforesaid, nod apply the ea.niwgs of such childru for
their mnit wta nc ail education.

"(8.I'CRIN 4.. That creditors, purchinser and others may, with Proceodings to
certainty atd safety, transact business wvithi a married woman dotro a 'iro a

under the circumstances aforesaid, she may present her petition hat'o Eule trader.

to the court of common pleas of the proper county, setting forth
under aflidavit, the Ircti'twhich authorize her to nct as aforesaid,
and if sustained by the testimony of at least two respectable
witnesses, nd the court be satisfied of the justice and propriety
of the application, such court may, upon such notice as they
may direct, make a decree and grant her a certificate, that she
shall be authorized to act, have the power and transact buginess
as hereinbefore provided ; and such certilicate shall be.conclu.
sive evidence of her authority, until revoked by such court for
any fatilure on her part to perform the duties by this act made
incumbent upon her, which may he ascertained upon thp peti-
tion (of any uidt friend of her children. ?.

SrCTION 5. That no husband who shall ha'ce as aforesaid, for Whin hubrand to
one year or upwards previous to the death uf his wife, wilfully hlvo a,, interet
neglectud or refused to provide for his wife, or shall have for ill edtat of wife.

that period or upwards wilfully and maliciously deserted her,
shall huve the right to ciaim any right or title in her real or
persooal est'le after her decease, as iemnt by the curtesy, or
under the intestate laws of this commonwealth.

SECTION (6. That no father who shall have as aforesaid, for When father
otie year or upwards previous to his death, wilfully neglected or i ight t4r tp-

refused tof provide for his chi,d or children, shall have the right )uilt ICAe,,n.a -

to appoint any testamentary guardian of liti, tier or them, dur- tary - uodwn.
ing minority.

Smc'rN 7. TIt it shall be lawful for tny person desirous of Adoption of Chil.
adopting any child as his or her heir, or ..s one of his or her dren, itl cbamg-
heirs, to present his or her petition to such court in the county ...g of thir

where' he or she may be resident, declaring sucti desire, and a,,,l.

that ho fir she will perform all the duties of a parent to such
child ; and such court, if eatisfied that the wvelfare of such child
will be promoted by such adoption, may, with the consent of'
the palcots or surviving parent of such child, or if none, of the
next friend of such child, or of the guardians or overseers of
the poor, or of such charitable institution as shall have sup-
ported such child for at least one year, decree that such child
shall assume the name of the adopting parent, and have all the
rights of a child and heir of such adopting parent, and be sub.
ject to the duties of such child, of which the record of the court
shall be suflicient evidence: Provided, That if such adopting p
parent shall have other children, the adopted shall share the in. v
heritance only as one of them in cuse of intestacy, and he, she
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or they shall respectively inherit from and through cach other,
us if all had been the lawful ?ildren of the same parent.

*HENRY K. STRONG,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

WM. ivi. I-IESTER,
Speaker of the Senate.

APraovE-The fourth day of May, Anno Domini one thou.
sand eight hundred and fifty-five.

JAS. POLLOCK.

No. 457.

A FURTHER SUPPLEMENI

To an act, entitled "An Act to incorporate the Pennsylvania Savings Fund of
Philudolphia," approved the twelfth day of April, Anne Domini one thousand
eight hundred anti fifty one.

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General dssembly

tio,, f nll. met, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That
the president and treasurer of said corporation shall be elected
annually by the board of directors, at such time and place as
may be fixed by tihe by-laws; so much of any law directing the
mode of electing said officers as is hereby altered or supplied,
is hereby repealed ; seven members of the board shall constitute

,t.oca,11. a quorum, and they shall have power to enact and enforce such
by-laws, rules and regulations, not inconsistent with the consti-
tution and laws of this commonwealth, as may be deemned ne-
cessary for the regulation and transaction of the business of
said corporatiou.

S. i(ooiriob SECTION 2. That E. S. Goodrich is hereby constituted and
intad*:t eorporJa- appointed one of the corporators, in the samic manner, and with
tr. the same powers and privileges as those enumerated in the sixth

section of a supplement approved fourth May, one thousand
'r ,,, eight hundred and fifty-four: Provided, That this corporation

shall not issue scrip in payment :f dividends, or any paper, bill
or note to be circulated as bank notes, nor exercise any banking
privileges whatsoever, except such powers and privileges as are
conferred by the act to which this is a further supplement.

HENRY K. STRONG,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

WM. M. H[ESTER,
Speaker of the Senate.

AeeaovED-'rhe fourth day of May, Anno Domini one thou-
sand eight hundred and fifty-five. K

JAS. POLL4CK.


